At Millgrove School
Learning Today Brightens Tomorrow

PSD70

Millgrove School

851 Calahoo Rd .
e Upcoming Events

January 11— Skating begins
January 18—Swimming begins

January 21,22—Gr. 4’s to the Bennett Center

Spruce Grove, ABT7X2M1

.\\gOVe S,aéo January 29—PD day no school for students

\

b o February 4 & 5—Teacher’s Convention—no school for students
February 15—Family Day

cM February 17—Concrete Theatre “The Early Bloomer” 1:15 p.m.

Learning Today Brightens Tomorrow A BIG Thank-you to all those who generously contributed to the Christmas Hampers!
Each Hamper was approximately a van load full! Thank-you!

ELI

The Early Literacy Initiative (ELI) program for students in grades three and four was
well received in first term. Students who were involved in this program celebrated their
reading growth on Thursday, December 17th at 2:00 pm. The ELI program will now
shift its focus to students in grades one and two for second term. If your child is a
struggling reader, we at Millgrove strive to change this!

Should you have any questions about the ELI program, please
do not hesitate to contact Mrs. Verhey at the school. Keep reading!
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YOUR VOICE MATTERS!

In the new year, Students in grade 4 and

their parents will be invited to participate in
Inside this issue: an annual accountability survey from Al-
berta Education. Survey results are used to
see what's working and
improved. This is an opportunity to add
your voice to the future of education
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Critical Thinking

Check us out on the web!
www.millgrove.ca

Santa’s Helpers

Staff Announcement

Concrete Theatre

Field Trips

NEW!

We are now sending out our
Newsletter via e-mail to those who have
given us their e-mail addresses. If you
haven’t already given us yours,
please contact the office.

If you would like to continue receiving a
paper copy of the newsletter in 2010,
please let your child’s teacher know.

Kindergarten Registration

Parent Reminders

Parent Council

Question of the Day
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Swimming

Millgrove students in grades 1 — 4 will soon be participating in School swimming lessons at the TransAlta Tri-Leisure Centre. As part of
the Physical Education curriculum, students will attend 5 one hour sessions. At the end of the sessions all participants will receive a certifi-
cate that will show what has been completed and the recommended Red Cross Swimming Level.

This program is designed to allow everyone to participate and encourages students to achieve their personal best. This program is to supple-
ment a regular Red Cross program and is closer to an overview and skill improvement and should not be considered the same as the Swim
Kids program. + Canadian Red Cross

Syiin@ =)Srimal
VERY IMPORTANT:
Y  Bring warm clothes and a toque as your hair will be wet after swimming lessons.
Y  Please read and fill out information form that will be handed out in the New Year.
Y  Students will be asked to keep their swim gear at school to dry out for their week of swimming.
Y  Parents are welcome to meet us at the TriLeisure to watch.

Skating

Millgrove students in grades 1—4 will be travelling by bus to the Agrena for skating throughout January and February as
part of the Physical Education curriculum. '

“Safety Guidelines for Physical Activity in Alberta Schools” states all students must wear a CSA approved hockey hel-
met, properly fitted skates and gloves or mitts. Bicycle helmets are not suitable for this activity. Skates must be safely
transported to and from the arena in a durable bag or with blade guards.

Children without the proper equipment will not be allowed to participate.

Please contact your child’s teacher if you have any questions

Critical Thinking

New! - AISI Project — Teaching Children to Think Critically

Each year Parkland School Division receives grant money from the Alberta Government in which they can determine a goal to
improve student engagement and achievement. This is called an AISI (Alberta Initiative for School Improvement) Project

Our Goal for the next three years is:

To improve student achievement and engagement in grades K-12 through the promotion of critical thinking
What is Critical Thinking?

Critical thinking enables individuals to make reasoned judgments based on a set of criteria.

Critical thinking means everyone’s opinion counts, and that there are no wrong answers.

Critical thinking means students will be actively engaged in their learning, seeking out the answers to questions, rather than being told
all the answers.

At Millgrove School, we have AISI team leaders in each grade: Mrs. Reeson, Mrs. Garneau, Mrs. Wright, Mrs. Verhey and Mrs. Stumbur.
They are meeting with Parkland School staff and leaders from the TC? (Critical Thinking Consortium) to explore and learn how best to
teach 21* Century Thinking Skills. Our goal is that parents will notice a difference in their child’s thinking and task assignments and will
be able to answer the following questions:

What are your children talking about in relation to critical thinking?
How has critical thinking influenced your child’s decision making at home and in the community?

Are you noticing any change in your child’s achievement in school (or in a subject area) since we began our AISI critical thinking pro-
ject?

To what extent do you perceive your child’s learning has improved?

If you have any questions regarding our new AISI project, please contact your child’s teacher or Mrs. Ferguson.
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Great Performances!

A wonderful time was had by all at the various concerts performed during the last two weeks of December. The kindergarten and grade 1
Teas were very successful, highlighting dancing, singing and instrument playing. Our evening concerts “A Penguin Christmas” show-
cased fantastic singing and acting from our grade 2-4 students. Congratulations and a big thank you to all performers for working so hard
and bringing pride to Millgrove School! Mrs. Lundeen created an amazing slideshow and music presentation as well as provided super-
vision for our student servers and greeters during the Teas. Thank you to all the teachers, staff and volunteers who leant helping hands to
make these wonderful performances possible. Last, but not least, we are very grateful for the many hours of work put in by our music
teacher, Mrs. Davies...great job!

Touring the Town!

Grade 1 classes toured the City of Spruce Grove and visited local landmarks on December 7th. Their tour ended with a stop at Jack’s
Drive Inn to sample their delicious ice cream. Thank you Jack’s Drive Inn for a frosty treat on a frosty day in December!

Oilers Fever!

Congratulations to Mrs. Stumbur’s grade 4 class who entered the “Give it a Shot Reading Program” and were the lucky winners of a
class set of tickets to attend the Oilers vs the Nashville Predators on December 17th. “Go Oilers Go!”

Concrete Theatre nNnThe Early Bl oo

Performing Wednesday February 17 1:15 pm Millgrove School Gymnasium.

Concrete Theatre is an award-winning professional theatre company committed to creating, developing and producing artistically excellent
and culturally diverse Theatre for Young Audiences that explores issues relevant to the lives of young people and their families. Concrete
Theatre is a member of the Professional Association of Canadian Theatres and engages, under the terms of the Canadian Theatre Agree-
ment, professional artists who are members of the Canadian Actors’ Equity Association. Concrete Theatre is a non-profit organization and
a registered charity.

The Play’s Message:

There is much for students to learn from the play. It illustrates the struggles of being different, and the desire to fit in. It is about friendship
and how we treat those we care about. It is also about acceptance and what it might mean to a person when they are not accepted for their
differences and their unique identity. Finally, it is about the importance for young people of understanding the changes, both physical and
emotional, that they will experience as they grow.

Santads Hel per s

Parent volunteers lent helping hands during our Christmas season in classrooms, Christmas celebrations and concerts, as well as delivering
our Christmas Hampers to the Elks Hall for distribution to needy families in our community.

Science in Motion!

Grade 4’s will be travelling to the Bennett Center on January 21 and 22 for a science based program, “Building Vehicles and Devices that
move”. Students will build a device or vehicle that moves or performs a function based on the principles of simple machines. They will
explore various means of propulsion and evaluate their vehicle based on the effectiveness of the design.

Millgrove Welcomes New Staff

We would like to extend a warm welcome to Daina Gottenbos and Shana Olson who will be teaching our music program while Kathryn
Davies is away. We welcome back Kirsten Osbourne to grade one and wish a fond farewell to Lindsey Roy who has done a fantastic job
while Mrs. Osbourne was away.
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Remi nders for Parent s é

9 School fees are now past due. Please submit to the school office. Any fees outstanding have been submitted to Parkland
School Division for the process of collection.

1 Please ensure the school has up-to-date contact information. In case of an emergency, it is vital that we are able to contact you
as quickly as possible.

1 If your child is going to be absent from school, please call the absentee line @ 780-962-6123 and leave a message.
Please leave your child’s name, their teacher’s name, and the reason for their absence.

1 Please remember to sign in and obtain a visitor tag when you come into the school. All staff need to be able to indentify all
adults in the school in order to keep the children safe. Thank you for your co-operation.

Safety on the Parking Lot
Thank you for your patience! We know that at times parking at Millgrove School can be frustrating and worrisome for parents and students
as they try to cross the busy alley. To improve safety and the flow of traffic, more supervisors will be out in the parking lot at school dis-
missal. Parents are reminded to:

Not double (triple) park as this stops traffic from moving

Stay out of the bus lane

Do not park in the handicap parking stall

Do not leave their vehicle if stopping in the loading zone.

If we work together, after school dismissal will be smoother, faster and safer.

Kindergarten Registration for 2010-2011

Registration for Kindergarten for the 2010—2011 school year is now being accepted. Registration forms are available at the school
office. Children eligible for Kindergarten must be five years of age by February 28, 2011 and live within the Millgrove attendance area..
Please bringa copyofyourc hi | d’ s b i wHerregistegingt i f i cat e

Watch for more information to follow regarding Kindergarten Open House later in the year.

Feel free to contact the school office @ 780-962-6122 if you have any questions.

News from Millgrove Parent Council

Sandyview Farms
Please spread the word about our next Sandyview shopping day — January 21 between 2 and 6 p.m. This local business donates 15%
of all sales during this time back to the school council!

Next Meeting

Our January meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 12 beginning at 6:30 p.m. Our goal is to be finished by 8:30 p.m. At the
meeting we will be discussing a number of upcoming initiatives including Millgrove spirit wear, Galaxyland family fun night, future
meeting dates/times/topics, etc. Please plan to join us!

:*********************:

PIZZA WINNER!!

There were no entries for last months Pizza prize....you have to enter to win so fill in the question below and give it to the
office. Maybe next month you will be the lucky winner of our Boston Pizza gift certificate!

A A
AEEELEEEEEELELELELLLEE )

Question For Youé

| Your thoughts on the Christmas Concerts and Christmas Teas? Please respond by

: Stop paper copy or e-mail.

1

'Start millgrove@psd70.ab.ca

' All returned responses will be
1 Continue

! entered into a monthly draw.
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