
 

Upcoming Events  
 

February 1-‖Aladdin‖  Horizon Stage 12:30pm M/W Kindergarten  

February 4 & 5—Teacher‘s Convention—No school for students 

February 11—Olympic Day—Wear Red and White or Olympic wear 

February 12 — Gr. 1 Celebration of 100 days of school 

February 15—Family Day—No school 

February 23—Gr. 2 Art Profiles 

February 23—Kindergarten Open House—6:30-8:00pm 

February 24—Math Literacy Night 

February 26—PD Day—No school for students 

 

Millgrove School 

851 Calahoo Rd 

Spruce Grove, AB T7X 2M1 
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Come, take a look in our hallways and classes and you will see lots of 2010 Olympic action. All grades 

are celebrating the Olympics in their own way- looking at Olympic history, mascots, countries, flags, 

winter and Olympic sports as well as hosting their own Olympic opening ceremonies.  Many classes will 

be tracking and graphing the medals as they come in and keeping up with the daily Olympic news.  If you 

hear your child saying, ‗―Eh Oh Canada Go,‖ you will know they‘ve caught the Olympic spirit.      

Go CANADA Go! 

Developing the 21st Century Learner – Adults Invited! 

Check us out on the web!   

www.millgrove.ca  

We are now sending out our  

Newsletter via e-mail to those who 

have given us their e-mail addresses.    

If you haven‘t already given us yours,  

please contact the office. 

If you would like to continue receiving 

a paper copy of the newsletter in 2010, 

please let your child‘s teacher know.  

Thank-you! 

 

                                                            

                                                                                               

                                                                               Parents attended a workshop at Brookwood School on January 

                                                                               27th to learn how critical thinking will impact their child‘s  

                                                                               thinking.  Embarking on critical challenges helped them under 

                                                                               stand how students are learning to make judgments based on  

                                                                               criteria.  Headlines were created that were catchy, concise,  

                                                                               relevant and informative.  As part of PSD‘s AISI project,  

                                                                               Millgrove, Brookwood and Parkland Village Schools are  

                                                                               embedding critical thinking as a method of teaching to: 

 

 

 

 

    >Foster life skills – multiple perspectives, identity and citizenship 

    >Motivate students – be active in their pursuit of knowledge 

    >Promote further understanding of materials by making it relevant  

    >Support integration of skills & processes, inquiry 

 

    If you would like to learn more about Critical Thinking Skills, 

                       please contact your child‘s teacher. 

Millgrove School Celebrates the 2010 Olympics! 
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Please refrain from parking in the handicap spot at the front of the school (this means not even a few seconds)  as we do have children 

and families that need it regularly 

Children should be dropped off and enter the school through their designated doors.  Please do not bring your children through the front 

doors.  They should enter through their assigned doors where they can put their outdoor footwear away. 

Children should only enter through the front entrance if they are late. 

Thank you for your patience!  .  Parents are reminded to: 

Not double (triple) park as this stops traffic from moving 

Stay out of the bus lane 

Do not park in the handicap parking stall 

Do not leave their vehicle if stopping in the loading zone. 

Do not block the  back alley of the residential neighborhood. 

¶ The last part of day is a very busy time and we ask that  any arrangements regarding your child be communicated to the school 

prior to 2pm as it is difficult to get messages to children in the last few minutes of the school day. 

¶ We are in need of donations of CSA approved helmets for  our skating program. 

¶ School fees are now past due.  Please submit to the school office.  Any fees outstanding have been submitted to Parkland 

School Division for the process of collection.  

¶ Please ensure the school has up-to-date contact information.  In case of an emergency, it is vital that we are able to contact you 

as quickly as possible. 

¶ If your child is going to be absent from school, please call the absentee line @ 780-962-6123 and leave a message.    

Please leave your child‘s name, their teacher‘s name, and the reason for their absence. 

¶ Please remember to sign in and obtain a visitor tag when you come into the school.  All staff need to be able to indentify all 

adults in the school in order to keep the children safe.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

Reminders for Parents….. 

You may have recently seen newspaper articles on Provincial Achievement Tests (PATs) or changes to theGrade 12 Diploma Exams. 

Both PATs and Diploma Exams contribute to the Accountability Pillar, a tool used by Alberta Education to evaluate how well the educa-

tion system is meeting the expectations of parents and the public. All parents want to know that their children are receiving a quality edu-

cation.  Grades are important but there is more to it than that.  A quality education helps all children make the most of their talents and 

abilities. 

The Accountability Pillar uses a set of 16 indicators consisting of surveys of students, parents and teachers on various aspects of quality; 

student outcomes such as dropout and high school completion rates; and provincial assessments of student learning. 

From January to the end of February, Alberta Education will be conducting the annual Accountability Pillar Survey. In January, parents 

of students in grades 4, 7 and 10 (change to grades 4-12 if applicable) will receive a survey from Alberta Education.  In February, stu-

dents in grades 4, 7 and 10 (change to grades 4-12 if applicable) and all teachers will be completing their surveys online at school.   

All surveys are anonymous and ask questions about experiences with this school. In addition to English and French, the parent survey is 

available in Mandarin, Cantonese, Punjabi, Arabic, Blackfoot, Cree, Korean, Spanish and Tagalog.   

As an annual check-up on the education system, the Accountability Pillar provides an opportunity for Alberta Education and school au-

thorities to ensure that we‘re equipping students for success. Your participation in the survey helps, so we encourage you to return your 

survey promptly.  

Survey results will be available to jurisdictions in May 2010, and will be reported publicly by jurisdictions as part of their 3-Year Educa-

tion Plans and Annual Education Results Reports. 

Parking Lot Safety 

How do we score? 
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Kindergarten Registration and Open House 

Registration for Kindergarten for the 2010/2011 

School Year is now being accepted.  Registration 

forms are available at the school office.  Children 

eligible for Kindergarten must be five years of age 

by February 28, 2011.   Please bring your child‘s 

birth certificate when registering.  Classes are of-

fered Monday/Wednesday or Tuesday/Thursday 

with some Fridays.  Parents will be provided with a 

calendar at the beginning of the school year indi-

cating which Fridays are affected. 

Millgrove will be hosting an Open  House for chil-

dren entering Kindergarten for the 2010-2011 school 

year and their parents.  Please join us Tuesday, Feb-

ruary 23th  6:30 –8:30 pm. 

We will have guided tours of our school, introduc-

tions of our Kindergarten teachers and school staff 

and a prize draw at 7:30 pm.  Come get your pass-

port and check us out! 

Millgrove students in grades 1—4 will be travelling by bus to the Agrena for skating in February as part of the 

Physical Education curriculum. 

―Safety Guidelines for Physical Activity in Alberta Schools‖ states all students must wear a CSA approved 

hockey helmet, properly fitted skates and gloves or mitts.  Bicycle helmets are not suitable for this activity.   

Skates must be safely transported to and from the arena in a durable bag or with blade guards. 

Children without the proper equipment will not be allowed to participate. 

Schedule is as follows: Mon Feb 8th—4S, 2M, 3L   

 Tues Feb 9th—3V, 3S, 4B Tue Feb 16—3V, 3S, 3L 

  Wed Feb 10th—1O, 1M, 1H Wed Feb 17 — 1O, 1M, 1H 

  Thur Feb 11th—1G, 1A, 4S Thur Feb 18 — 1G, 1A 

  Frid  Feb 12—4O, 2S, 2W The bus will leave the school at 1pm and return at 2:30pm (approx) 

Skating 

What’s new in 3L?  Check it out ! 

The students of 3L are sharing their work with the world!  3L has set up a classroom blog which showcases their writing and artwork.  The 

blog is an exciting way for friends and family to keep up-to-date with what's going on in their classroom.  Please check it out at: http://

sletendre.edublogs.org/ ! 

Let Your Voice be Heard 
Mrs. Gottenbos and Mrs. Olson are excited to be starting up choirs and an ORFF ensemble for Millgrove students.  We had an overwhelm-

ing response to the choir invitation and as a result have decided to organize two choirs; a junior choir, and a grade three/four choir.  The 

junior choir, made up of grade 2 students, will be meeting on DAY 3s at lunch recess.   The grade 3/4 choir will meet on DAY 1s to prepare 

for the choral celebration to be held on March 24.  Mrs. Olson will direct the ORFF ensemble with practices on DAY 4.  Music is ringing 

through the halls at Millgrove!  Thanks goes to the parents and students for their support and enthusiasm! 

 Remember:  Day 1 (grade 3/4 choir), Day 3 (junior choir), Day 4 (ORFF ensemble) - lunch recess practices. 

Are you a Book Worm? 
If you are a parent volunteer who enjoys books we would love your help in our library.  Please contact our Librarian Gail Smith if this is an 

area you would like to lend a helping hand! 

Profiles Art Gallery visited all 6 kindergarten classes in January.  The children participated in a program called ―My Masterpieces‖.  They 

were exposed to works of art by Piet Mondrian, Vincent van Gogh, and Jackson Pollack.  After learning a bit about each artist the children 

created their own masterpieces using paint brushes, straws, and collage. Profiles Art Gallery will be coming back to Millgrove School to 

work with our gr. 2 classes in February. 

Beautiful Artwork in ECS! 

http://sletendre.edublogs.org/
http://sletendre.edublogs.org/
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News from Millgrove Parent Council 

Question for you….. 
In planning for our Math Literacy Night on February 24th ,  please let us know what you are interested in learning more about: 

ß Power of Ten strategies – I‘ve bought the cards, now what?  

ß Math Games to reinforce basic math skills 

ß Becoming a Better Problem Solver – Real World Math                                                         

Name :___________________________________________      Phone # __________________________ 

Parent Information Evening 

Want to learn more about the Power of Ten math program?  How do children learn number sense?  How can you help your child in math?  

Mark your calendars for Wednesday, February 24 as Millgrove School will be hosting an evening dedicated to helping us through our kids‘ 

math homework and developing a better understanding of the concepts behind this very successful program.   

 

Volunteering 

We are continually looking for new volunteers to contact when the need arises.  If you are interested, please send us an email at: mgcoun-

cil@psd70.ab.ca.  When the school needs volunteers for potlucks, supervision, book fairs, ticket sales, etc. we will send out an email with 

the details.  If the day/time works for you, great!  If you are not interested in that particular event, simply delete the email.  Please help us 

build up our list of volunteers.  Many hands make light work! 

 

We will need volunteers during conferences to help with supervision, potluck and book fair shifts.  The dates are March 24 and 25.  We will 

be contacting our list for help in the near future. 

 

Next Meeting 

Our February meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 9 beginning at 6:30 p.m.  During our council meeting, we will hear from two po-

tential photographers for next year.  During the Foundation meeting we will hold our AGM, discuss plans for the Galaxyland Family fun 

night and choose our Spirit Wear clothing options.  These meetings are a great opportunity to have your voice heard, your questions an-

swered and meet other parents from the school.  Our goal is to be finished by 8:30 p.m.  Please plan to join us!   

 

Sandyview Farms 

Please spread the word about our next Sandyview shopping day – February 18 between 2 and 6 p.m.  This local business donates 15% of all 

sales during this time back to the school council! 

Counseling Corner 

Thank you to everyone who replied to our questionnaire in 

the January  newsletter asking for feedback on our Christmas 

Concerts and Teas.  The response was overwhelming ! 

The lucky winner of the Boston Pizza Gift Certificate was 

Angie Parie, congratulations!   

Check out the question below and submit your answer for a 

chance to win. 

And the winner is….. 

―Rainbows‖ is a support group that helps students deal with loss through death, divorce or separation is up and running.  Two groups have 

already completed their third session. 

 ñBuilding Self Esteem in Childrenò 

 Acknowledge your child for what he/she is doing right 

 rather than criticizing them for what they are not doing. 

ELI – The ELI (Early Literacy Initiative) program is up and running for grades one and two this term. We have 23 keen participants who are 

already showing improvement in their reading.  

Please remember that it is a joint effort between home and school to help children improve their literacy skills. Therefore, daily home read-

ing is essential for children to develop stronger literacy skills. Please take the time to sit on the couch and listen to your child read each 

night. It will most definitely improve your child‘s outlook on reading when they can share it with you in a positive manner.  

Any questions about ELI, please let Mrs. Verhey know.        Happy reading! 

ELI—Early Literacy Initiative 


